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furnished 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. Q Unity of Invention Is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

| X | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 
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within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
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International application No. PCT/G BOO/00063 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -38 as original ly filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -32 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/22-22/22 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-21,23,24,26-32; 

No: Claims 22,25; 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-21,23,24,26-32; 

No: Claims 22,25; 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-32 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Item V 

1). The following document is referred to in this communication; the numbering will be 
adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1 = Tim Bellerby et Al.: "Retrieval of land and sea brightness temperatures 
from mixed coastal Pixels in passive microwave data" IEEE 
transactions on geoscience and remote sensing, Vol. 36, no 6, 
November 1 988, pages 1 844 1 851 , USA, XP 0021 36739. 



2). Despite the lack of clarity (cf. item VIII), as far as the application can be 

understood and with a view to helping the Applicants decide which course of 
action to adopt, the Examiner makes the following observations on the claims. 



2.1) The subject-matter of independent claims 22 and 25 seems to be disclosed by 
document D1 . In fact all the features of these claims seem to be known from D1 
{see page 1844, right hand column, first and third paragraph; page 1845, left hand 
column, third paragraph (There are a number ...); right hand column, second 
paragraph; page 1846, left hand column, fourth paragraph (Typical values...) and 
fifth paragraph (in order to obtain...), therefore claims 22 and 25 do not appear to 
be novel, (Article 33 (2) PCT. 



2.2) Having regard to document D1 , independent claims 1 and 17 as well as 

dependent claims 2-16, 18-21 , 23 ,24, 28-32 and claim 27 are not delimited, but 
they seem to involve an inventive step. 



1). A single main claim to the apparatus and to the method asp ct of th 
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invention, should be presented with appendant claims as appropriate to cover 
the Applicants' preferred embodiments. 

2) . In each claim category, the new main claim should be presented, divided in the 

correct two-part form (Rule 6.3 b) PCT), i.e. into a first portion indicating the 
designation of the subject-matter and all the essential features which are 
necessary for the definition of the subject-matter and which are part of the prior art 
according to D1 , and a second portion which is preceded by the expression 
"characterised in that" or "characterised by" and defining only the new technical 
features. 

3) . Moreover, 

a) the independent apparatus and independent method claim should b 
coherently linked; 

b) the independent claims should be linked by a common inventive 
concept to avoid the risk of lack of unity. 

4) . Claim 27 should be an apparatus dependent claim. 

5) Claims 16 and 26, referring to software are not allowable and should be deleted. 

6) . Reference signs should be introduced throughout the claims (Rule 6.2 b) PCT). 

6) The opening part of the description should be amended so that it is in agreement 
with the claims (as amended). 

7) In order to set out more fully the background art useful for understanding the 
invention, reference should be made in the description to document D1 . 

Item VIII 

The presentation of three independent claims in the same category (drafted at 
present in the form of US-type claims) namely claims 1,17 and 22 give ris to two 
objections under article 6 PCT, i. e. lack of conciseness and lack of clarity. 
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As to conciseness, reference is made to the established practice that the 
requirement of conciseness applies not only to individual claims but to the claims 
as a whole. 

The lack of clarity derives from the consideration that the prime function of the 
claims is to make clear what are the essential technical features of the matter for 
which protection is sought. Present claims 1,17 and 22 appear in fact to provide 
three somewhat differently expressed versions of essentially the same broad 
features. These three alternative definitions leave the reader in doubt as to what 
are in fact the essential features and hence the purpose of Article 6 is not 
satisfied. 

It thus appears necessary for the Applicants to present a single independent claim 
in each category, with appendant claims as appropriate to cover the Applicants' 
preferred embodiments. 
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